EDITORIAL                                    No. 121    November & December  2015
The 1st of November will be the twentieth anniversary of the first edition of the Willand Magazine. It started as a kitchen-table folded A3 sheet, which was produced on an Amstrad 8256 (long before Mr Sugar became famous). Subsequent issues attracted a small army of Somerlea neighbours for sorting, collating and stapling and the following month, adverts appeared - those for Halfway House, Vale Vets, Willand Garage and Willand Service Station have remained ever since. The initial order for 800 copies was enough for every house in the village to receive one – now, 1475 are needed. And I never did get around to producing it on a monthly basis.
The ‘production line’ has, over time, evolved into what could be described as a ‘well-oiled machine’. I compile the input, Pauline keeps tabs on the financial ‘books’ (and proof-reads), Astra create all the adverts and thirty-eight deliverers put a copy through each letterbox every other month. ‘Simples’!  However, whilst it grieves me to say so, I think it’s time for the Editorial team to hand over to someone else.

I still have the Amstrad mentality with regard to technology, have no interest in Facebook or other media sources and feel a new face (or two) could galvanise the Magazine into a more up-to-date format and content, which would appeal to a wider audience in the village. Perhaps a small team of three or four would be an option. We’ll both happily talk with anyone who is interested in taking it on, hand over everything we currently use within the production line for continuity and ‘hold your hand’ over the transition period for as long as is necessary. We are happy to produce the January/February issue and help, if necessary, with the March/April and subsequent editions if required.

Have a think about it. I have found it to be a very satisfying task, it has all sorts of up-to-date possibilities and our printers are unbelievably helpful.   Go for it.  
Wouldn't it be great if we could put ourselves in the dryer for ten minutes; come out wrinkle-free and three sizes smaller.
WILLAND HEALTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE
First of all a big thank you to those who took part in and visited the community day event.  It was a huge success with approximately £1800 raised for the project.  Please see the article from Sally Taylor (who we thank as she was one of the leading organisers and demonstrated massive energy and enthusiasm).  Thanks also to those who bought bricks and signed the visitors book.

As we approach funders, they need to see that the village is supporting the project.  The funds raised from the village and the consultations clearly demonstrate this.  Some funders require that their grant is supplemented by donations from the village and other sources.  Your donations will help to provide this.

We now have the building control approval, which is the final piece in the planning process.  All we need now is funding and a developer!  On that front we have been out to tender for the first phase and the results are somewhat disappointing.  The costs are much higher than we anticipated (over £500,000 plus VAT.)  We will examine these costs in great detail and if necessary look to re-tender with a revised specification.  This is now our highest priority.

We are currently reviewing a lease between the Parish Council and the Charity for the site which will then pass the responsibility for the development to the Charity.  Once again, I would ask if there are any potential volunteers out there who could help us during this phase with professional and fundraising experience.   

Please keep an eye on the notice boards, magazine, web sites and facebook to keep up to date and please consider buying bricks or making small regular donations as a friend of the Willand Health and Community Centre.                 

                                                      Ray Ursell (Chairman of the Trustees)

I don't trip over things, I do random gravity checks!

LETTER TO THE ED

Dear Willand Residents - Thank you and please continue your support.
 

Following the hugely successful Willand Community Day and WHCC Open Day & Prize Bingo evening, we would like to thank all who got involved as follows:- printing posters, flyers and letters, advertising the event and selling raffle tickets for us, taking part by having a table to promote yourselves, donating the incredibly generous prizes for the raffle, having a stall or car boot space, raising money on your stalls for us, helping with refreshments, car park marshalling, setting up and cleaning up, attending the event and contributing your ideas and asking about the "Centre to Be", buying raffle tickets, spending your money and buying bricks!!
It was a tremendous day. There was not only a hugely positive response from Willand residents but also enormous support from the businesses large and small from the Willand area.  We raised approx £600 in sales of raffle tickets, refreshments and money raising activities and a further £1200 from people and local businesses and organisations buying bricks.

 

If you missed the event - we realise that not everyone could attend on the day. However, on the www.willandmatters.org.uk website, you can now find lots of information and also on Facebook - "The Gables Willand Health and Community Centre" - has regular updates.

You can continue to "buy a brick" by paying a cheque or making a payment online. £10.00 will buy a ‘standard’ brick, £50.00 will buy 5 bricks (Silver) and £100.00 will purchase 10 bricks (Gold).  Cheques payable to Willand Health and Community Centre, please and can be posted to 11 Tamars Drive, Willand, Devon, EX15 2PR or put through the Willand Village Hall letter box, marked for the attention of Frances Wilcox. OR payments to Lloyds Bank, Account number: 40112168,  Sort Code:- 77-29-18.  Please add your name and address to the back of the cheque.  The Charity number is 1160395. 

I believe we may also be able to claim Gift Aid so if you are qualified to offer this let us know.  You may like to club together as a group to "buy a brick" or several!  Please let us know and we will send you a certificate to hang on your wall or somewhere public to help spread the word even further.

 

Prize draw for a New Front Door - £1000.
Victoria Windows and Doors and Eurocell Plastics Ltd are supporting the Willand Health and Community Centre Project by offering a prize Front Door to be raffled.  You have until 19th December to buy Raffle tickets to win yourself a new front door to the value of £1000 including furniture and fitting. If the door amounts to more, you can pay the difference.  Tickets are being sold at:-  Willand Post Office; Willand Pharmacy;  Willand One Stop; Victoria Windows and Doors at Mid Devon Business Park; Pencarrie is selling tickets to their staff and Somerville House also.  If anyone else would like to sell them please let me know ASAP Tel: 07990 068 537.  The draw will be held at the Blue Cross Christmas Fayre, Willand Village Hall on 19th December.  Areas covered are Willand, Cullompton, Tiverton, Exeter, Honiton, Wellington and all villages in between.                                     Sally Taylor & Frances Wilcox
CHRISTMAS BINGO BONANZA

Please join the Friends of Willand Preschool for our festive Bingo Bonanza evening on Friday 20th November 2015 at Willand Village Hall. We have a sack full of exciting prizes to be won in the bingo games, raffle draw and silent auction including a gliding experience and a holiday. Tickets cost just £5 per person and include your bingo games, plus a delicious mince pie and a festive glass of mulled wine. Soft drinks can be purchased but feel free to bring your own alcohol and make a night of it. All proceeds will go towards an outdoor playhouse for the children of Willand Preschool. Tickets can be purchased from fowpreschool@yahoo.co.uk or call 01884 33711. We hope you can join us, doors open at 8pm, eyes down at 8.30pm.    Emma Steele
VILLAGE HALL  AND OTHER  LOCATION’S EVENTS
Pilates


                        Mondays            10.00 am,       11.15am 

Purelesque Knitting Group                    Monday                                      2.00pm 

Willand Art Group                                Monday,   Methodist Chapel      2.00pm

Cull. & Dist. Flower Club                1st Monday                                      2.00 pm    

Tai Chi


  
           Monday                                     3.45 pm

Beavers



           Monday                                     5.30 pm 

Cub Scouts


           Monday                                     7.00 pm 

Weightlifting Club                                 Monday                                      7.00pm

Scouts 



           Monday                                     7.30 pm 

Kettle Bell Pump                                    Monday                                    7.00 pm       

Running Club                                         Monday – meet at W.V.H. -      8.00pm

Upholstery Class                                    Tuesday                                   10.00 am

Flower Arranging                                   Tuesday                                    1.15 pm
Pilates                                                     Tuesday                                    6.30 pm                
Willand Vill. Hall Bingo                  2nd Tuesday                                     7.30 pm  

Tiny Tots


           Wednesday                                9.30 am

Flower Arranging   

           Wednesday                                1.15 pm        

Indoor Bowls Club                                Wednesday                                7.00 pm  

Garden Club                                     2nd Wednesday                               7.30 pm 

Running Club                                         Wednesday  -  meet at W.V.H. 7 .30pm

Pilates                                                     Thursday            9.15am            2.00pm        

Methodist Coffee Morning                1st Thursday    At the Chapel       10.30am                

CAMEO                                             1st Thursday                                  6.30 pm   

Karate


  
            Thursday                                  5.30 pm 

Kettlebell (Advanced)

            Thursday                                  6.45 pm

Folk Dance Club                      2nd & 4th  Thursday                                  7.30 pm 

Parish Council Meetings  1st, 2nd & 4th Thursday                               7.00 pm 

Salsa                                                         Friday                                      9.45am
WiTS



             Friday                                      7.30 pm 

Methodists ‘Soup & Something’       3rd Friday         At the Chapel    12.00noon  Cowgirl Twisters                                3rd Saturday                                  7.30 pm 

Folk Dance


       2nd Saturday                                  7.00 pm  

Martial Arts


             Sunday                                    6.30 pm

ADDITIONAL  EVENTS  -   November        
NOVEMBER 14th    Cameo Coffee Morning.                     W.V.H.,    10.00am

Tuesday         17th      Blood Donors                                      W.V.H.

Wednesday   18th       Stargazing,                                       Spicelands     7.30pm

Friday           20th       Willand Preschool Bingo Bonanza     W.V.H.,      8.00pm

Saturday       21st        Scout Group Xmas Fayre Bingo         W.V.H.,     6.30pm

Saturday       28th       Methodist Church  -   Xmas Fayre      W.V.H.     10.00am
DECEMBER  6th     Village Carol Service                           W.V.H.    18.30pm
FRIDAY       4th        CUT - OFF FOR JANUARY & FEBRUARY MAG.

Saturday       19th          Blue Cross Christmas Fayre,               W.V.H., 
WILLAND  FOLK  DANCE  CLUB
Willand Folk Dance Club is a thriving social dance Club that has now been running for over fifty years.  Our Club Nights are held the on the second and fourth Thursday evenings of the month in the Village hall – 8.00 through to 10.30.  We have live music and a Caller every time.  We also hold a Saturday Evening dance on the second Saturday of the month, 8.00 through to 11.30.  

Our callers and bands come from a very wide radius and many feel privileged to come to Willand Club.

We would be delighted to see ‘you’ if you would enjoy a fun social evening.  You don’t have to have any dancing experience. Just come along and we will help you – our Callers always walk us through the dances and our members are happy to help newcomers. 

So, if you would like the chance to keep fit to live music and have a bit of fun -come along.  If you would like any further information, give me a call on 01404 47200 or look at our website  –  www.willandfolkdanceclub.co.uk
We look forward to seeing you.                 Marilyn Broom - Chairperson
LETTER TO THE ED.

Dear Brian - please could the attachment below be placed in the Willand Parish Magazine, as we are looking for leaders in the village for the Scout section?   I thought the recent Community Day was brilliant and I got to chat with many different people attached to different organisations in the village.

WILLAND SCOUT GROUP NEEDS YOUR HELP

Have you ever thought about sharing the skills you have gained in life with younger people?    If so, the Willand Scout Group is looking for someone just  like YOU!!    Help is needed most in the Scout section at the moment, so please call in at the Village Hall on a Monday evening or call me Keith Cleeve on 01884 257942 for more information. I look forward to hearing from you.
Many thanks,                     Keith Cleeve, Chairman Willand Scout Group

CAMEO

At our September meeting Sonia welcomed seven visitors and they couldn't have come at a better time. We had a very good speaker, Julian Beanlands, who set the tone of the talk by telling us he had spent his life in ladies underwear! He left Art College and went into clothes design, ending up promoting and selling lingerie all around the country, including all the big stores such as Harrods. He had so many funny stories to tell us in a talk ranging from Elizabeth 1st to Madonna and brought back memories of our girlish struggles with tight girdles and uncomfortable bras. The members all joined it with their own anecdotes and we had such a good laugh.  
We have a very busy time ahead, a skittles evening at the Halfway House, an evening meal at the Keepers Cottage, a shopping trip to Clarke's Village and a Christmas dinner at the Red Lion in Broadclyst.  
Our October meeting was our A.G.M. and we were pleased to have four new members. Sonia reported a very busy and successful year, with excellent speakers, outings, and walks. The sewing group have raised over £200 for their beautifully embroidered tablecloth, donated by a late member and at her request, all the money raised went to Hospicecare.   The singles group had also had a busy year with picnics, parties and a holiday to the Derbyshire area. The treasurer reported a very healthy bank balance, enabling members to enjoy a free meal and coach trip.  
The walking group enjoyed the beautiful autumn weather and colours with a walk at around the lanes in Kentisbeare. They saw the trout rising at the fish farm and watched the apples being harvested. This has been a superb year for apples and they saw the results in a huge apple mountain.   
Preliminary details were begun for our big Christmas coffee morning on 14th November at 10.a.m., with a large variety of new stalls, plus the old favourites. All this is in aid of our charity for this year, which is R.E.A.C.H., an Exeter- based organisation supporting children born with missing limbs and we are hoping for the usual good support from the village.  We had a stall at the Hall, supporting the new Willand health and community centre project and we unanimously voted to make this our charity for next year. A fish and chip supper was then delivered to the hall, followed by choc-ices and we then worked off all the calories with a line dancing session, which was as much fun to watch as to dance. So ended a very happy and successful year and as all the committee agreed to stand for another year, we can be sure of bumper 2016.      

                                                                                          Betty Penberthy
A house is made of walls and beams a home is built 

with love and dreams.

LETTER TO THE ED.

THE REPAIR CAFÉ – COME ON OVER, WILLAND RESIDENTS!
The Repair Café is a resource for the people of mid-Devon.  It is conveniently situated in Tiverton, and the Sustainable Villages group, of which it is a part, wants everybody in the area to benefit from it.  Willand residents have been bringing their household items for repair now that word is getting around about what a great idea this is!

The Repair Café is able to offer help and advice about repairing anything from a broken toaster, a dodgy zip, a wonky picture frame to fixing the faulty brakes on a bicycle!  Rather than throw it out, bring it to our band of experienced volunteers and we’ll see if it can be fixed.  Have a cup of coffee and a piece of cake while you’re there – there’s a warm, friendly welcome!

The Repair Café is held at the Market Centre (Youth Drop-in Centre) in the Pannier Market Car Park, Tiverton EX16 6FJ. It’s open on the second Saturday of every month from 10am until 12 noon. Everyone is welcome, whether or not you have something to repair!  The next two Cafés will be on Saturday 14th November and Saturday 12th December 2015.                       David Lupton
The reward for being busy is time to be idle.

WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL

In the ‘Stop Press’ section of my ramblings in the last magazine I sought volunteers to do some of Devon County Councils jobs for them. I was not surprised that there were no volunteers and so the Parish Council had to make their own ‘Tough Choice’ with regard to the future of the cutting of our grass verges. We were given three options by Mid Devon District Council which briefly were:

(i)
Top up their D.C.C. payments by providing about £8,000 per year for them to maintain the current standard of cuts with the Parish having little or no control as now [That would be a 20% rise in our precept to each household and we know there would be an additional 5% to ‘stand still’ because of cuts in grants.];

(ii)
Buy our own equipment or hire a contractor and do it ourselves – we MAY get about £2,600 per year from D.C.C. towards the cost [With a part time Clerk and only 6 ‘volunteer’ councillors, not too feasible.];

(iii)
Accept what D.C.C. are offering but then it may not be viable for MDDC to do the partial 2 cuts per year and we would have to rely on what D.C.C. arranged.

The Parish Council were left with little alternative but to advise MDDC that we were going with option (iii) and we are not the only Parish to do so.  Those of you who cut bits of verge already which are near your property and any who start to do so are most welcome but please stay safe and if you receive any ‘advice’ [interference] from D.C.C. please advise us. Other than that it may be advisable to invest in hunting gear to go through the long grass!

This decision now brings into question the viability of the future of the flower beds around the village as they will be potentially lost in the long grass.  Any thoughts would be welcome by the Parish Council.

The closure of Play Areas is still an ongoing issue, with MDDC still not clear as to the way forward other than closing three of our play areas and downgrading others as equipment becomes damaged or unserviceable.  They will not give a clear answer on what will happen to closed areas.  Being the cynic that I am [with some experience and justification], some areas could be turned into housing as MDDC benefit from Government funded ‘New Homes Bonus’. In short the Parish Council has now made MDDC an offer to take on Mallow Court, Worcester Crescent and the whole of the Parish Field behind the village hall.  The whole details of the offer are on the Willandmatters website or our Clerk or I will willingly email you a copy.

Junction 27 and the Local Plan still rumbles on with The Gazette now finally coming out in favour – something we have suspected for some time. The paper gives you a chance to fill in a form supporting the inclusion of the site in the plan but no chance to give an alternative view.  They did put an online petition with the same non choice BUT they also put on a ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ poll on their site and at the time of writing this article the ‘No’ vote has gained momentum to 86% NO to 14% YES.  It appears that the Gazette Editor has little idea of the thinking of his readership on this issue.  If you have not voted please do – whatever your view.  Bear in mind that ALL of our MDDC Councillors voted for the Local plan without the inclusion of J27 land allocation, so why are some of them working away in the background to get it included?  At the moment we are faced with a lot of spin and a picture akin to a child’s painting book entry.  If the developers really had a substantive plan they would submit a full planning application and then we would really know what was proposed. 

Moves are still afoot to get 105 dwellings onto the Mid Devon Business Park – New Homes Bonus no doubt attracting some councillors [A decision may have been made by the time you read this.].  How can it be right to build homes in the middle of industrial estate particularly if the applied-for Pallex application, which is in accord with the current local plan, is approved.  There will be lorries driving past most of the dwellings at all hours.  Note I use the word dwellings as applied by the applicant.  Do flats and ‘industrial style cottages’ fit in with a Devon Village location?

Please make sure that you report all crimes and instances of anti-social behaviour and the like to the police by whatever means you can.  Failure will allow the statisticians to argue the case that all is well in Willand and we will have even less police cover than we get now.  We hear all sorts of horrendous stories about people waiting for up to 75 minutes [I personally can prove 45 minutes before I gave up] on 101 after the initial answer but do persevere even if you have to resort to email.  The officers on the ground are in the main doing their best but the policies and politics from above are trying to tell you all is well and they can manage with the cuts.  Now that we have the weight limit through the village legally enforceable, it appears it may not be a police priority.  I will leave it to the editor to enlighten you further, if he has a mind to.  It looks as if practical police work and actually stopping a driver and asking questions are no longer an option!

Watch the website and the minutes on the notice boards for updates as to what is happening – better still come to a Parish Council meeting – you may be inspired to join us and work for your community.

On the subject of ‘community’ we are required by law to hold a Parish Meeting each year.  Various groups within the village attend and report on their activities over the past year and the Parish Councillors are there to report on things and answer questions.  Invariably our County and District Councillors are there.  This year we want to try something a bit different to bring YOUR community together. The date is Friday 4th March 2016 – start about 1800 hours.  We will use the large room in the village hall where local organisations can have a table to show off what they have to offer.  Everything will be informal with the chance to walk around or sit at tables and chat.  There will be free tea/coffee/soft drinks – there will definitely be biscuits and I may even bake a cake!  No school the following day, so the children will be welcome – after all, they are the future of our community.  

                                           Barry G J Warren, Willand Parish Council

Forthcoming Parish Council Meetings in the Village Hall.

05 November Community Sub Committee

12 November Full Council & Planning Committee
26 November Planning Committee & Environment Committee

3 December Community Sub Committee

10 December Full Council & Planning Committee

17 December Finance & Administration Committee
(Hopefully, publication of these dates will encourage other residents to attend a meeting or two, to understand what is involved.  I’m sure the P.C. would very much welcome more help – or appreciation.  Ed)
Old age is coming at a really bad time.

WILLAND BEAVERS

We still have a great interest in the group, with 24 beavers and several on the waiting list. We have been busy over the summer term with activities including archery, climbing, rounders and cricket, as well as woodland walks and den building. In May we went to Collard Bridge scout site in North Devon and joined in with other cubs and beavers for the Derek Knill Challenge. 13 beavers went and we had a great time on the obstacle course, tunnelling and competing in a quest. The weather was beautiful which always helps.

At the camping event in July, the beavers and cubs joined with the Devon scouts and some International scout groups for the Run to the Fun 3 which was held at Mount Edgcumbe at Torpoint.  Beautiful sunshine and setting, with fun had by all, especially the carnival opening ceremony, great music and great dancing!!! However, during the night the rain and wind came and when we woke the fog had also arrived and with events cancelled due to the weather conditions, our time was cut short, but fun was still had by those who went.

This term we are concentrating on badge work and are completing our Photography, Gardening and Faith badge and we are looking forward to joining in with the Remembrance Service on the 8th November.
We are also having fun on Halloween, with party games and Halloween costumes always a surprise. Near the end of November, we are going for a night hike around the village and singing our carols for our fundraising night at Tesco’s, so please don't be alarmed if you think we have come early, we are just practicing!

To finish with, can I let you know about our scout group holding a Xmas Fayre Bingo on Saturday 21st November at the Village Hall. Doors open 6.30pm - eyes down 7.30pm. We would love to see you there, we are holding a raffle and there will be refreshments as well. With money that we make, we hope to buy a brick or two for the Willand community centre, so please support us, so we can support them.                                    Liesa Milligan, Willand Beavers

The kids text me ‘plz’ which is shorter than ‘please’. 
I text back ‘no’, which is shorter than ‘yes’.
PLAGIARISM (1)

“Even recently, the elders could say to the young ‘You know, I have been young and you have never been old’. But today’s young people can reply ‘You never have been young in the world in which I am young, and you never can be…’ This break between generations is wholly new; it is planetary and universal.                                              Margaret Mead, Stogursey News.
Even duct tape can't fix ‘stupid’ ... but it can muffle the sound!
LETTER TO THE ED

Dear Brian  -  ‘Banunule School for Orphans, Kampala, Uganda’

May I, through the Willand Magazine, say a huge thankyou to all those people who supported the garden tea at Little Knowle in aid of this school for orphans in Uganda. The August sun, which had been elusive most of the week, finally shone and we were able to enjoy a cream tea, buy a few household treasures and even sing along to the accompaniment of a visitor who had brought his ukulele!   The afternoon raised the wonderful sum of £508, all of which goes directly to the school. 

A visit to Banunule in March enabled us to see what an enormous difference
such a sum makes to the school and to the 120 children, who literally come 
with nothing. Like many other people, we have sponsored a child over the years and it was a moving experience to actually meet William, who is now in his final year of training to be a plumber.  Another pupil had become a nurse, another, a tour guide. The sort of education the school gives not only provides a new start to the child but also eventually benefits the community in which they live. And they are so grateful.
In addition to the sum raised on the actual day, we also received a number of donations from people in Willand and beyond, amounting to a fantastic total of almost £3000. This will see 9 pupils through a whole year of care and schooling.  Such generosity really does make a tremendous difference.  So again, Thank You to everyone who supported in so many different ways.
                              Jose Spearing (BSSG - Banunule School Support Group) 

(If anyone would like to contact Jose, please give me a ring.  Ed)
Quiet people speak more audibly than noisy people.

SUSTAINABLE VILLAGES GIVE OR TAKE
Tuesday to Saturday Nov 10th – 15th
10am - 3pm
Creativ Hub shop, TIVERTON (next to the cinema)
Just bring along stuff you don’t need.

Take away anything you can use.

You don’t have to Give to Take.
All for Free.
The purpose is to reduce landfill
                         All items donated must still be useable.
NO clothes.
My people skills are just fine. It's my 
tolerance to idiots that needs work.
ST MARY’S CHURCH
Thank you for the warm welcome my family and I have received from many in the village. We have our normal full programme at St Mary’s throughout November and December. Fireworks outside the church hall at 5.30pm on Mon 2nd, Remembrance Sunday gathering at the War Memorial at 10.45am, followed by a service in church, Village Carols in the Village Hall on 6th December, St Mary’s Carols 6.30pm 20th Dec, Family Carols & Christingle 4pm Christmas Eve, 11.30pm Midnight Communion & 10.15am Christmas morning. 

It would be lovely to see you over the coming weeks.    Rev Simon Talbot
The biggest lie I tell myself is ..."I don't need
to write that down, I'll remember it."
CONTROL OR NOT CONTROL
Following the article in September’s magazine, with regard to the controversial subject of dogs being exercised in the Jubilee field that are deemed not to be under control by the owners and the possibility of their mess not being removed.   Not all of the people who use the field have dogs, so they have a right to use the field, too, without being disturbed by other people’s animals. 

The school has approached the Parish Council to use the Jubilee field for orienteering (this being part of the school’s curriculum) and could be used on a regular basis by the children.  Some children are frightened when dogs run at them and jump up, even though the dogs may only want to be friendly.

I understand the school will have to do a risk assessment before this activity can take place on the field. The Parish Council would like to know the views of Willand residents on this very emotive subject.  Do we apply for a Dog Control Order for the Jubilee field or carry on hoping owners will control their dogs?  Your views are urgently needed.  Please telephone or email any Parish Councillor or Kate Taylor, the Parish Clerk. Their contact details are inside the front cover of the Magazine. 
I would like to remind owners that it is an offence not to clean up after your dog anywhere in Mid Devon and you could be fined up to £1,000.00
The decision is yours!!!!.  Keith Grantham, Environment Chair. – W. P. C.

Pleasing everyone is like trying to write on 
both sides of the paper at once.
STAR GAZING EVENING-WEDNESDAY 18TH NOVEMBER 
Tiverton & Mid Devon Astronomy Society are holding a special event in the grounds of Spiceland Quaker Meeting House on Wednesday 18 November at 7.30pm. All are welcome. They will bring telescopes and give guidance on their use and the stars and planets that are visible. In case it is cloudy, there will be an illustrated talk in the Meeting House. Warm drinks will be provided.
 
Come to find a Quiet Space for however long you need.   Come to Spiceland (Uffculme) Quaker Meeting House on Wednesday 25th November between 11am and 3pm, as part of “Just This Day”, an international organisation which annually promotes and encourages people wherever they are to join in the stillness, where we are not different from one another. For directions, see www.spicelanduffculmequakers.com/find-us/               Pat Bell
Of course I talk to myself, sometimes I need expert advice.
LETTER TO THE ED.

Hi Brian - Further to your email please see below the current situation and force strategy with the weight restriction through Willand, the points below have already been highlighted by MPC Mark Goulding in an earlier email.
 

To be able to show a vehicle has contravened the order, it would have to be followed along the whole length of the restriction, so we are able to observe any loading or unloading or not, as the case may be. This would be time and resource intensive.  As I am sure you will appreciate, any enforcement would have to be appropriate and proportionate based on the forces current deployment strategy which considers the threat, harm, risk or vulnerability. Over the coming weeks I will visit local transport companies within the Village to remind them of the Weight restriction, we would normally not create a log based on what you have witnessed.                      Many Thanks 
                                                                       PCSO 30384 Jonathan Sims 
I don't have white hair. I have "wisdom highlights". 
 
ARTHRITIS?   OR IS HE/SHE JUST GETTING OLD?

There is no cure for osteoarthritis. However, if treated promptly, there is a great deal that you and your vet can do to decrease your pets discomfort and increase their mobility; keeping them active and happy into old age. Early warning signs are: Difficulty walking, climbing stairs, jumping into a car or getting in and out of litter tray. An overall decrease in activity, especially playing. Resting more than usual. Slowness in getting up from a lying position. Dogs may ‘bunny hop’ with back legs, rather than walk normally. Cats may fail to groom themselves, eat less and lose weight. Slow, stiff movement when walking after a rest, or in cold weather. Beginning to limp. Swollen joints that may be warm to the touch. Licking or biting joints. Behavioural or personality changes; these may include getting grumpy or unwilling to go outside or for a walk. 

There are many causes of osteoarthritis, but the main reasons are; Injury to joint, ‘Wear and tear.’ Obesity, an excessive load put onto joints. Developmental defects that alters joint shape. Genetic, some breeds of dog are more prone than others.  Whatever the specific cause, stress on a joint can begin a destructive cycle of inflammation of the joint area and damage to cartilage that leads to pain for your pet.

Treatment   includes 3  main  components,  each  are  equally important. 

Dogs or cats that suffer from chronic pain caused by conditions like osteoarthritis often become inactive, which can result in obesity. Controlling your pet’s weight will lighten the load on arthritic joints and make it less difficult to move around. Weight loss for animals involves both a well-balanced, calorie reduced diet and regular exercise. Exercise is essential because it contributes to strengthening the muscles that support the joints. A daily, moderate amount of low impact exercise also improves joint mobility and can help get a lethargic, arthritic pet active again. Dogs will benefit from activities such as walking and swimming.  Cats will benefit from play, without excessive jumping. 

Chocolate comes from cocoa, which is a tree ... that makes it a plant which means ... chocolate is Salad !!!

NEWS FROM THE FRIENDS OF COLDHARBOUR MILL

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:

WEDNESDAY 11th  NOVEMBER – AUTUMN QUIZ - at Uffculme Village Hall. 7pm for 7.30 prompt start.  Ring Kathleen on 01823 672857 or Jenny on 01884 243071 to book a table.  £6 per person to include a buffet supper.  Bring your own wine or soft drinks.  Tea and Coffee provided.

SATURDAY 21st  NOVEMBER – Visit and support the Friends stall at the Uffculme School Christmas Craft Fair.  We look forward to seeing you there!

WEDNESDAY 25th  NOVEMBER – Friends and Volunteers invited to the Mill from 2pm-4pm as a seasonal thank you and to hear the proposals for 2016 and the Trust’s vision for the Mill’s future.

SUNDAY 1st JANUARY 2016 – NEW YEAR STEAM-DAY – 10.30am-4pm with 100-year-old engines in steam from 11am! Displays of Model Railways & Dolls Houses, early textile machinery, the Puttee Story, the Millennium Tapestry. Visit the Mill Gift Shop for yarns, fabrics, rugs & throws all produced at the Mill, and locally produced crafts goods.  Sale on at Shop on all Mill goods!!! Refreshments. Free car park.   A great day out for the whole family! See: www.coldharbourmill.org.uk for more info and admission prices.

There are big changes going on at the Mill this winter.  Work has already begun on the alterations to the old workshop to make it into the new visitor entrance and shop.  Many of the exhibits will be moving as we bring level 1 into use as an exhibition area.  In order to achieve this, the Trust has decided to close the Mill to the general public from 9th November 2015 until 25th March 2016 (Good Friday).  The Mill will still be open for pre-booked group and school visits and will, of course, be open for Steam Days on 1st January 2016 and 14th February 2016.  If anyone is able to volunteer to help with the moving work, please do contact us.  We will be VERY grateful!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – please help to make a difference at this unique heritage site!  Volunteers are always needed for a range of activities including, repairs, painting, gardening, sweeping, helping with school visits, working in the Mill Office and as part of the Steam Group.  For more information, phone or e-mail the Mill Office 01884 840960, info@coldharbourmill.org.uk

                                                                                                      Jenny Border
Lord grant me the strength to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can
& the friends to post my bail when I finally snap!

LETTER TO THE ED.

Hello Brian, I may be wrong on this but I thought our Council informed us at the time they told us we will have to pay for garden refuse to be collected, that they are no longer weed-killing on footpaths to save money. Surely this cannot be correct, can it, whilst they are still regally insisting property owners cut back any vegetation overhanging said footpaths? If this is the case, then surely it is dual-standards by any reckoning? I cannot see they morally have any right in this situation to insist property owners do something they excuse themselves from doing?      Rod Allcock            And a reply from the P.C. Chairman
The Parish Council will still seek cooperation in relation to house owners cutting back their vegetation, which is obstructing a footpath or pavement, to the inconvenience of other road users. If they choose to be selfish or irresponsible, then one will have to see how things progress from there. The Parish Council did ensure there was one weed spray around the village earlier in the year, as D.C.C. would not do it but we did get the money back from Ray Radford, via the Community Budget. It may be of interest to note that this week I have sent emails, with photographs, to D.C.C. and M.D.D.C. asking them to cut back vegetation for which they are responsible, which is obstructing pavements. They will get chased if it is not done and it will not be the first time they may be reminded about double standards. Regards. Barry

Treasure the love you receive above all.  It will survive long after your gold and good health have vanished.
DEMOCRACY IN MID DEVON

Although there are around a dozen signatures still to be forwarded on the forms available in the Pharmacy and Willand Service Station, it looks like the organisers of this petition are not going to reach their target of 3000 signatures. They have been beset with a number of frustrating issues, not least the apathy of those people who support the issue but haven’t bothered to fill in a form, or have done so incorrectly. Plus, any name that has been on the list for more than twelve months is now excluded. Support from those in Willand has, apparently, been tremendous but that in other areas very disappointing. The campaigners, I understand, are officially closing the petition at the end of October, a few hundred short of the required number, in trying to adhere to the strict guidelines the Government have specified for such petitions, and they would like to pass on their sincere thanks to those who supported their views as to the way MDDC is currently run.                                                    Ed.
The first great gift we can bestow on others is a good example.
PLAGIARISM (2)
“Around the time my mother taught me how to tie my shoes, she also taught me how to protest. Her rules were simple: ‘Look respectable, act respectable and don’t give the opposition any ammunition’.  Together, we buttoned those top buttons and combed our hair for peace, civil rights… You name it, we marched for it. In sensible shoes”.                  Julia King, Stogursey News.
If God wanted me to touch my toes,
he would've put them on my knees.
MAGAZINE INSERTS

Hopefully, within this magazine you will find an insert from the Devon County Council waste management team with regard to junk mail. There are many people who receive continuous amounts on a regular basis, which go straight into the bin, which then costs the Council an enormous amount of our money to collect and dispose of.  If you are one of the households affected, please follow up the information provided – whilst I am not able to provide them with this Magazine, stickers are available from local libraries and elsewhere for you to prominently display by your letterbox.

With the January issue, I have been asked to add a Housing Needs survey from MDDC, to determine the need for social housing within the village. If this would be of benefit to you or your family, please take the time to complete the survey and provide those who make the decisions to have real information as to the numbers required, rather than other, perceived, justifications.      Ed.
LETTER TO THE ED.

Public Right of Way No. 2,  B3181 to M5, alongside Woodland Trust.
Dear Brian, I have inspected the route and spoken to workers onsite who passed me a contact for the manager overseeing works. I have called them and they apologised that the formal closure was not applied for through the County Council. The path was stated by the contractor as being opened in the next week,  however I instructed that an application for closure still needed to be formally made for the duration of the rest of the closure time. 
Stuart Howell, Public Rights of Way, Devon County Council (01392) 382626
(The path was open as usual on Friday 16th October.  Ed) 
I'm going to retire and live off of my savings. 
Not sure what I'll do the second week.
MEASURE THE HEIGHT OF A TREE

If you’re curious about a tree’s height, here’s how to find out. 1) Before you start, take a moment to measure your typical stride length – roughly from heel of back foot to toe of front foot. 2) Find a stick the length of your arm. Hold your arm out straight with the stick pointing upwards at a 90degree angle to your arm. 3) Walk backwards until the top of the stick lines up with the top of the tree. You are now roughly the same distance away as its height.  4) Walk back to the tree, counting your strides. Multiply this number by the length of your stride to work out how tall the tree is.
At my age "Getting lucky" means walking into a room and remembering what I came in there for.
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

Although the History Group has had a relatively quiet year, we are still working on ongoing research projects and of course collecting items for the Willand Archive. There has been an overhaul of the team running the countywide Devon Remembers Heritage Project and they are looking to support local endeavours and “build a valuable central archive that will paint a picture of the county during the First World War.”  Hopefully, we can link this with our Willand Remembers project about Willand and the First World War. 
Members of the History Group have also attended several events put on by other local history organisations. In September, hosted by Halberton History Group, there was an interesting talk by David Venner about the recently published First World War diary of his uncle, Albert Simpkin, a ‘Despatch Rider on the Western Front’. We also sent delegates to the Devon History Society Conference, where a fascinating programme of talks on ‘City, Town and Country in Victorian and Edwardian Devon’ was thoroughly enjoyed. 
Two curious incidents from August 1906 relating to Willand’s wildlife have recently been discovered – it is perhaps curious that they were deemed newsworthy enough to be reported in the local press! The first was a “remarkable catch” of six young rats on one gin-trap, set in her poultry run by Mrs Hookway, wife of the landlord of the Halfway House Inn (anyone who keeps chickens or lives near chicken pens will understand the potential!!). The second incident came on the morning of Monday, 27 August 1906, when a weasel was spotted running around the railway station at Tiverton Junction, apparently oblivious to the passing express trains. A terrier soon “got on its track” but the weasel escaped out onto the road. The story does not end happily for the weasel as it was “foolish enough” to later return to the station, and whilst hiding between a box and the wall was “crushed by a cruel passenger”.
Finally, this Remembrance Sunday it is worth remembering the centenary of the first day of the Battle of Loos, 25 September 1915, Willand’s ‘blackest day’ of the First World War, when two of the parish’s young men were killed. On that day, the untried 8th and 9th battalions of the Devonshire Regiment, which contained several Willand men, were ‘bloodied’ on the first day of a new British offensive on the Western Front. That morning, the 8th Devons were in the first wave of the attack and were badly cut up on the wire. Considerable crowding in the frontline trench caused the 9th Devons, who were following them, to get out of the trenches and move forward across open ground. It was then that Lt Geoffrey Tracey was hit.
He was the eldest son of Dr Tracey of The Gables, and had been educated at Blundell’s (Tiverton) and Dean Close School (Cheltenham), before studying Art at Exeter Museum and Art School until the outbreak of war. He joined up at the recruitment rally in Willand on 4 September 1914, along with his brother, Leonard, and several other Willand lads; he volunteered for the 1st Royal Devon Yeomanry, before being commissioned into the 9th Devons.  His commanding officer later wrote: “He had the gift of teaching and interesting the men in their work, so I selected him for promotion at a very early date, and made him a Lieutenant before several older men … he was very much liked by both officers and men, and will be a great loss to the battalion.” His body was buried later that day, but not before “his pockets were rifled”, as noted by one of the surviving officers. The chaplain who recorded the position of his grave was killed soon afterwards, so the location remains unknown. Geoffrey Tracey’s fiancée was understandably devastated by the loss and spent many months trying to discover further details about his death. Perhaps it was scant consolation that she was given Geoffrey’s pet dog, a Great Dane named ‘Gunner’.  

The other Willand man killed at Loos was James Rugg, the son of John and Elizabeth Rugg, who lived in a cottage on Muxbeare Lane. He had been a Boy Scout and attended Willand School, before getting a job at the Duchess of Devonshire Dairy, next to Tiverton Junction Railway Station. He also enlisted at the Willand recruitment rally in 1914, joining the 8th Devons. It was not until late October 1915 that his parents were informed that James was still missing after the battle and not until April 1916 that they received confirmation of his death. James was aged 20 when he was killed, Geoffrey aged 19. Both came from opposite ends of the social scale. Neither have a known grave. Their names both appear on the Loos Memorial and Willand War Memorial (James Rugg also appears on Halberton’s Memorial).  
                   James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison235@gmail.com)

The courage to speak must be matched by the wisdom to listen
AND FINALLY,

As a result of Jamie’s articles in relation to the First World War, I investigated the possibility that any of my relatives could have taken part.  I discovered a great uncle, a gardener in Rutland, enlisted with the Sherwood Foresters in January 1916. Via the Internet, I learned he helped in quelling the Irish Rebellion before going to France in May 1917. There, he took part in the battles around Cambrai, Bapaume and Passchendale, before receiving fatal wounds at Kemmel Hill in April 1918.  He was 24.   He was initially taken to a Casualty Clearing Station called Bandaghem, which, like Dozinghem and Mendinghem, were ‘British-army- humour’ names by service personnel and was subsequently buried in the adjacent cemetery.  
Armed with this information, I thought it would be worthwhile making a trip to Ypres to find his grave. It is one of many kept better than immaculate by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, utilizing the services of local men and women. We stayed in a small apartment in Ypres, visiting many other memorial sites in the area, as well as the ‘In Flanders Fields Museum’ in Ypres itself. You may be interested to learn the Museum is creating a daily, anniversary-of-death rolling film, screening the names, birthplace and family details of all who fell in that World War, no matter what nationality, military, medical, civilian, men and women.  They would be most appreciative of any additional information they receive to add to their archive.
I’m sure I am not alone in thinking it was a foreign visit I shall never, ever, forget. Neither will the dozen or so teenagers from Holland we met in Haringhe (Bandaghem) Cemetery, on their first school visit to the war graves.  
Emily Jansen had written an extract from War Horse in answer to the question ‘What is Bravery?’ and left it upon the steps of the Cross of Sacrifice, along with others who had written cards or brought mementoes to place on a grave of their choice.
She wrote :- “The carrier pigeons are released at the Front, and told to go home – this is all they know.  But to get there they must fly over War.  Can you imagine such a thing?  Here you are flying over so much pain and terror and you know you can never look down.  You have to look forward or you will never get home.  I ask you – what could be braver than that?” 
They were all subdued as they made their way back to their mini bus.  
Such places have that effect on all who visit.
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row.

John McCrae

